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Purpose of study 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-

quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and 

their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 

allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical 

canon. 

 

Aims 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

• learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 

others,  use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next 

level of musical excellence 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 

through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

Attainment targets 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
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Subject content 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

 

Teaching and learning style 

At Henry Bradley School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage 

children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up 

the confidence of all children. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our 

teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. 

Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We 

teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. Children develop 

descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings 

and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. We 

often teach these together. We also teach children how to to make music  together begin 

to understand musical notation and to develop pieces of music to perform.  

 

We recognise that in all classes children display a wide range of musical abilities so we 

seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge 

of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 
 

• setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

• setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks); 

• providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; 

• using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children  
 

Music curriculum planning  

We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-term, medium-term 

and short-term). The long-term plan maps the music topics studied in each term during the 

key stage. The music subject leader works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues 

in each year group. Usually the children study music topics in conjunction with other 

subjects,. Through this system of planning we teach the knowledge, skills and 

understanding set out in the National Curriculum. 
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The medium-term plans, based upon the skills outlined in the national scheme, give details 

of activities for each topic. The music co-ordinator is responsible for keeping and 

reviewing these plans and provides support and guidance for delivery when requested by 

the class teacher. 

 

Foundation Stage 

We teach music in Foundation stage 1 and 2 as an integral part of the topic work covered 

during the year. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development. Counting 

songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a 

child’s knowledge and understanding of the world Singing rhymes and simple songs helps to 

develop speaking and listening skills.. 

 

Music and inclusion. 

At Henry Bradley school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability and 

individual needs. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 

balanced education to all children. Through our music teaching we provide learning 

opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We strive to meet the needs of 

those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with gifts and 

talents and those learning English as an additional language and take all reasonable steps to 

achieve this. For further details see separate policies : Special educational needs; 

Disability non-discrimination and access; Gifted and talented; English as an additional 

language(EAL) 

 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 

educational needs. Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to 

the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational 

needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to music. 

 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning music. 

Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a 

musical festival at another school, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to 

ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 

Assessment  

Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of ways. Teachers will assess 

children’s ability and progress by observing and making informal judgements. Oral 

feedback is given by the teacher and children are encouraged to talk about their own work 

and ways of changing or improving it. 

 

We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many 

children as possible in musical activities. At significant times of the year some or all of the 

pupils perform in front of parents and other visitors or to fellow pupils during special 
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assemblies. Children are encouraged to form a choir or orchestra on these occasions and 

every attempt is made to find a role for each volunteer. 

 

Children also have the opportunity to perform out in the community, for example, singing 

at a local care home or fundraising at Christmas. 

  

Monitoring and review 

Medium term planning is reviewed regularly to ensure music is embedded into planning and 

fulfils the programmes of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


