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This policy is based upon the agreed Derbyshire Syllabus which fulfils the legal framework 

to promote the spiritual moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the children 

and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
 

Rationale 

Religious Education makes a distinctive contribution to the school curriculum by developing 

pupils’ knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language and 

traditions and their influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures. It 

enables pupils to consider and respond to a range of important questions related to their 

own spiritual development, the development of values and attitudes and fundamental 

questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. 
 

Aims for pupils 

 To acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other 

principal religions represented in the United Kingdom. 

 To develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions of 

individuals, communities, societies and cultures. 

 To begin to develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about 

religious and moral issues. 

 To enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by: 

• Developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life. 

• Responding to such questions with reference to the teaching and practices of 

religions and other belief systems. 

• Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences. 

 To develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and 

beliefs different to their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions. 
 

Curriculum Organisation and Delivery 

The children learn about the six principal religions represented in the United Kingdom. 

(Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism and Buddhism) 

At Key Stage 1 we must allocate 5% of the timetable to this subject, which amounts to 36 

hours in a year. 

Planning is based upon the Agreed Derbyshire Syllabus, with reviews in staff meetings and 

in INSET. 

Parents retain the right to withdraw their child from RE under the 1988 E.R.A. 
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We build a range of religious events and festivals into our overall plans, which address 

some aspects of the cyclical nature of our lives. These events enable us to develop the 

children’s understanding and experience and reinforce the school’s commitment to our 

mission statement – to respect, care for and show tolerance to everyone with whom we 

come into contact. Religious Education is built into our topics and other subject areas, 

where appropriate. 
 

RE Subject Coordinators 

The RE Subject Coordinators offer guidance and support and support the scheme of work 

offered in accordance with the Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus. The monitoring of RE takes 

place through lesson observations and the scrutiny of planning and work. RE is annually 

reported to Key Stage One parents via their children’s report and, if appropriate, 

discussed at parent evenings.  
 

Equal Opportunities 

We aim to provide equality of opportunity in terms of access to the curriculum 

irrespective of age, race, gender or special educational need. All issues and topics are 

treated sensitively and with care. 

 

 


