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This policy outlines our response to families/children being unwell or isolating due to COVID 19. Our 
main aims of remote learning are to:  

• Help our children to continue to engage with their learning so where possible there is no drop 
in expected progress 

• Keep the minds of our children active and happy, ready to return to school and engage with 
learning  

• Ensure regular contact with all children and families 

• Ensure consistency in the approach to remote learning for pupils who aren’t in school 

This policy will help you understand what you can expect from us should your child/family be 
isolating due to Covid 19. Or should your Child or a family member have Covid Symptoms and are 
awaiting test results. 

Henry Bradley Nursery & Infant School has implemented research from the Educational Endowment 
Foundation as a basis for our approach to remote learning. When implementing strategies to support 
children’s remote learning, or supporting parents to do this, key things to consider include: 

Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered 

Pupils can learn through remote teaching. 

Ensuring the elements of effective teaching are present – for example clear explanations, scaffolding 
and feedback – is more important than how or when they are provided. There was no clear difference 
between teaching in real time ("synchronous teaching") and alternatives ("asynchronous teaching"). 

For example, teachers might explain a new idea live or in a pre-recorded video. But what matters 
most is whether the explanation builds clearly on pupils’ prior learning or how pupils’ understanding 
is subsequently assessed. 

Ensuring access to technology is key, particularly for disadvantaged pupils 

Almost all remote learning uses digital technology, typically requiring access to both computers, 
laptops or tablets and the internet. 

Many reviews identify lack of technology as a barrier to successful remote instruction. It is important 
that support is provided to ensure that disadvantaged pupils – who are more likely to face these 
barriers – have access to technology. 

In addition to providing access to technology, ensuring that teachers and pupils are provided with 
support and guidance to use specific platforms is essential, particularly if new forms of technology 
are being implemented. 

Our parents/carers and children must have home access to Parent Hub, Class Dojo and Purple 
Mash via the internet/broadband.  All parents/carers and children need log-in details and if 
necessary, guidance on how to do this. If not, remote learning cannot effectively happen. 

Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve learning outcomes 

Multiple reviews highlight the importance of peer interaction during remote learning, as a way to 
motivate pupils and improve outcomes. Across the studies reviewed, a range of strategies to support 



peer interaction were explored, including peer marking and feedback, sharing models of good work, 
and opportunities for live discussions of content. 

However, whilst the value of collaborative approaches was emphasised in many reviews, notably 
many studies involved older learners. Within our infant school, looking at the range of abilities within 
each year group and class it is not practical to engage with all children and expect quality peer to 
peer interaction.  

Internet and Technology Access 

It is very important that parents/carers have access to our website & Facebook page as well as 
Parent Hub. These are the platforms through which we will be able to keep in contact with all our 
school community. 

We are following a plan to use Class Dojo alongside learning platforms and websites to help 
children’s learning to move forward until they are able to return to school. We understand that this 
might not be everyone’s preferred strategy but this solution should work for the majority of families 
and we will continue to work with families where issues continue to exist. 

It is very important that parents, carers and children can access Class Dojo from home alongside 
other learning sites and materials. We will survey our parents/carers to identify where gaps in online 
learning exist and will seek to provide solutions through accessing funding to purchase technology 
as required. 

Our ability to support families with technologies at home is limited, even with additional 
funding. It is important that if families have a PC/laptop/tablet and can access the internet; 
their children are able to use them as this will help other families that do not.  

We will look to set up a “loan” system so that such families can have access to online 
learning, but this relies on central funding and could take time to establish.  

Live Streaming Issues 

Primary school classrooms are dynamic and vibrant environments and whilst being good learning 
environments they are not good lecturing environments. Add to this the pressure of “performing” to 
a webcam where a script would need to be followed, it does not allow for varied levels of progress 
and ability, focussed small group learning and going off task. The levels of progress/attainment and 
ability vary greatly in any one class so a “one size fits all” live stream is not a practical start point.  

It is for this and many more reasons that we will not be pursuing live streaming as a possible way 
forward for EYFS and Key Stage 1 children. 

Supporting pupils to work independently can improve learning outcomes 

Children learning at home will often need to work independently. Multiple reviews identify the value 
of strategies that help pupils work independently with success. 

For example, prompting pupils to reflect on their work or to consider the strategies they will use if 
they get stuck have been highlighted as valuable. 

Wider evidence related to metacognition and self-regulation suggests that disadvantaged pupils are 
likely to particularly benefit from explicit support to help them work independently, for example, by 
providing checklists, daily plans and guidance. 

However, we do appreciate that our young learners will need support to engage with and show 
resilience in their learning at home and this will require adult engagement. 



Different approaches to remote learning suit different tasks and types of content 

Approaches to remote learning vary widely and have different strengths and weaknesses. Teachers 
should be supported to consider which approaches are best suited to the content they are teaching 
and the age of their pupils. 

For example, games for learning were found to have a high impact on developing CLL and 
vocabulary learning, but this evidence does not transfer to all subjects. 

Likewise, using technology to support other areas of learning can be highly effective, but some tasks 
should ask the children to work away from the screen and engage in more regular learning activities 
such as reading, phonics, writing etc. 

Henry Bradley Nursery & Infant School has adopted 3 approaches to Remote Learning 

1. Individual child self-isolating 
2. Bubble closure – class/year group 
3. Whole school closure 

To prepare and plan for the possibility of closure, it is essential that the school collates the 
following information from all families. This will be collected as part of our induction/re-
opening processes 

• Updated contact details for school correspondence 

• Connectivity to Parent Hub, Class Dojo and Purple Mash 

• The availability of electronic devices is ascertained for all families: PCs, laptops, tablets not 
smartphones 

• Broadband connectivity for access to online learning sites 

Individual Child Self-isolation 

There is a difficulty when a small number of children are at home self-isolating and the teacher is 
teaching. We do not have the capacity for teachers to “teach” children at home whilst also having a 
class at school. Due to a very active daytime schedule with added pressures during the Covid19 
scenario we have had to devise a plan which aims to support individual children self-isolating. 

This home learning will start as soon as we are informed of a positive outcome to a test within the 
household and self-isolation begins. This could be from 10 to 14 days dependent.  

Teacher will prepare a daily/weekly plan of activities that will be sent home via their Class Dojo 
account. The plan will have current activities related to their learning that will involve online 
engagement and other activities away from the PC/laptop/tablet.  

Through Class Dojo the teacher will stay in contact to check up on well-being and how your child is 
getting on with the work.  

There will be an expectation that work carried out away from the PC/laptop/tablet will be shared with 
the teacher. Paper work can be photographed and sent via Class Dojo so the teacher can effectively 
assess learning and progress. 

Children should have access to “Rising Stars” online reading scheme so they can continue their 
reading at home. Children should also have access to “Purple Mash” so they can continue directed 
learning in a variety of subjects. 



Teachers will keep in regular contact through Class Dojo to support parents/carers and children as 
appropriate. 

Resources: children will be expected to engage in a range of learning activities including using the 
internet and software such as “Rising Stars” and “Purple Mash”, writing, exercising, and artwork. To 
do this children will need a range of resources including: 

• Internet connectivity 

• PC, laptop or tablet (a smartphone is too small a device) 

• Paper 

• Pens, pencils, crayons etc 

• Scissors 

Bubble closure – Class/Year Group 

Any remote learning offer will be aligned to the curriculum that would normally be taught in school. 
Learning will be a combination of online and work away from the computer; for example designing 
a poster, producing some artwork, handwriting practice, story writing. Such work will need to be 
photographed and sent to the teacher via your child’s Class Dojo account. 

Teachers will select what they believe is the most appropriate method to explain new concepts and 
new learning. This might include videos or pre-recorded slides, photos or power point presentation. 
This will provide the knowledge that children are to acquire and apply. Teachers will check work for 
understanding and provide feedback through your child’s Dojo account as appropriate. 

Details: 

1. By 10.00am each morning the class teacher will submit a plan of the day’s activities and the 
resources that will be needed on Class Dojo 

2. Activities will be a blend of practicing and embedding skills and introducing new knowledge 
3. Activities will be a blend of online and “offline” (away from the PC/laptop/tablet) learning 
4. Each activity will have a timescale for how long it is expected to take (roughly equivalent to 

how long they would be given in class) but this need not be regimented 
5. Each activity will have clear guidance 
6. There may be a mixture of pre-recorded videos, photos and power point presentations to help 

the children - these could be viewed as often as you or your child would like. 
7. Teachers will keep in touch via Class Dojo to check up on wellbeing and to support learning. 
8. All completed work that is not online will need to be photographed and sent to the class 

teacher via Class Dojo. 

We are working hard to prepare this for 22nd October 2020, the government deadline. 

DFE Online English Resources 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-
resources/english-resources 

Education Endowment Foundation Evidence for Effective Remote Learning 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/best-evidence-on-
supporting-students-to-learn-remotely/ 

The Oak National Academy 

Classroom.thenational.academy  
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