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 DDSCP Briefing: Graded Care Profile – April 2020 

This briefing document accompanies new or reviewed guidance for practitioners in line with current national guidance and the Derby and 
Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Procedures. It is vitally important that agencies continue to work together and share relevant safeguarding 
information to keep children safe. 

Reason for Changes. 

The Graded Care Profile (GCP) is a nationally recognised evidence based tool, used to support multi-disciplinary practitioners and families to 

assess the parenting and care of children against the child’s care and developmental needs. The changes have been made to introduce a 

response to some contemporary issues of concern within early help and safeguarding and update the text to reflect current lifestyles. Some new 

areas of parenting and care introduced include: 

• Nutrition & obesity 

• Online Safety 

• Children taken appropriately to medical appointments and health care plans implemented. 

• Parental presence & care for adolescent children 

A full review of all the domains of parenting and care has taken place and text has been amended to address contemporary lifestyles and 

practice. The amendments have retained the integrity to the underpinning theories and practice principles in GCP.   

Summary of Changes 

• The wording of the measurements has changed from “child is prioritised” to “child’s needs are met”.  This is to illustrate that changes 

made / parenting impact needs to transfer into meeting the child’s needs. 

• The wording in all score boxes has been updated to reflect modern lifestyles. 

• Each separate area has been colour coded – Green for Physical, Pink for Safety etc 

• There are additional elements in a number of sections such as in the area of ‘Nutrition’ where ‘Specific requirements, if appropriate’ has 

been added.  Also in ‘Housing’ there has been the addition of ‘Clutter and Hoarding’. 

• There has also been more sections added to reflect adolescent children – for instance in hygiene and in online safety (safety in presence)   

• Images should better reflect the description of the topic area.  Previously a picture describing ‘health’ was a drawing of a poorly person in 

a hospital bed, we have now tried to emphasise that this captures children also being taken to hospital and dentist appointments, follow up 

appointments, immunisations and general health of the child. 

• At the end of each of the 4 main areas; Physical, Safety, Love and Attachment and Esteem, there is a space to analyse the assessed 

area.  This tool is an assessment and intervention tool and a positive way to analyse how the findings of each section are impacting on the 

outcomes for the child. 

• Scoring is now measured out of 4. Previous scores 1 and 2 have been combined as they were broadly similar and a previous score of 3 

could be seen as a ‘fence sitter’. The scoring and summary sheets have been amended to reflect changes. 

Key learning from reviews/audits 

• Engagement of parents can be low if they perceive that this is ‘neglect’.  It is encouraged to explain that the profile is almost a role 

description for parents and is a tool that is completed for the majority of families we work with 

• Workers are encouraged to have open discussions about differing opinions, talk about concerns and strengths.  Discuss the subject area 

and if agreement cannot be reached, have actions to move from the lower perceived score to the next one. 

• Timeframes – all sections need to be completed and ideally a separate one for each child to ensure it reflects the lived experience of the 

child. A positive section could be completed first to aid engagement; however it might be necessary to revisit the family to complete the 

Profile. It is useful to have the Profile shared with TAF/core group members prior to meeting to allow other agencies to comment.  

• Review – a date for review should be agreed and listed on the child’s plan (which is informed by the profile).  If there is a specific area of 

concern it may be revisited at the next TAF or Core Group.  The first profile is effectively the baseline and the next review is the 

measurement of change or drift. 
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